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The Last "Hour," 

OUR SPECIFIC WORK. 

Proposition. — The proclamation of in everlasting gospel — 
" The hour of his judgment is come," — (Rev. 14 : 6, 7,) — is 
the leading advent proclamation — the main branch of our spe- 
cific work. 

Our age is one of rapid development* Events, once 
requiring centuries for their fulfilment, are now crowded 
into as many years. Earth's extremes are pressed into 
a nut-shell. , A " microcosm, " — a miniature world, — 
is under the eye daily. It is an age of wonders. It is 
stamped with extraordinary features* Man talks light- 
ning, makes nature his slave, and, with his arm uplifted, 
| is ready to strike its Author from the- universe. A 
prophet's eye is not required to discern the workings of 
| a mighty agency. We are living in the judgment age ! 
\ — an age of national judgments. The fourth monarchy 
of Daniel is verging to a close. It is weighed in the 
! balances, found wanting, and its moments numbered, 
jits history is nearly completed. Its death-struggles 
{convulse the globe. The final period of the fourth pro- 
iphetic empire is noted ; the events are intensely inter- 
besting. Much skill, however, is required, to lay open 
all its wiles, that the unsuspecting may not be allured 
into its deceptive snares. We are persuaded that, in 
this trying hour, God will not forsake his people. He 
designs an escape for the prudent. Though the wicked 
are shrouded in thick moral darkness, as the Egyptians 
of old, that they neither discern the times, nor put forth 
an effort for salvation, yet the true children of Israel 
will have Divine light in their dwellings. 

Ctotts plan is exhibited in his Word. He has sta- 
tioned a line of prophets, extending over a space of four 
thousand years. As observers, they have occupied the 
most elevated positions. Their fields of vision have 
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been mapped at their feet. Every event, being distinctly 
seen, is minutely described. Each prophet, from his 
observatory, looks forward, and, with his powerful 
instrument, surveys the field, and records its noted feat- 
ures. The sum of all their observations furnishes a 
complete prophetic history of the people of God and their 
enemies to the final consummation. ■: They form a volume, 
for the Christian, of untold value/* On this perfect chart 
he locates with ease the remarkable events of the world's 
history, and while yet future, is made familiar with its 
progressive series of events, to its ultimate dissolution 
and renovation. What is the design of Jehovah in pur- 
suing this plan! That the world may be warned of 
danger, and the people of God afforded the means of 
escape. One line of persons has been stationed to 
observe and predict events, another parallel line of 
expositors to explain the events, either before or after 
they transpire. * 
When the events predicted transpire during the life 
of the observer, then the prophet is his own expositor ; 
when at a later period, a new class is selected to explain 
his predictions. A few examples will make clear tjiej 
position above stated. Noah predicts the flood, and is- 
ordered to construct an ark to the saving of himself and 
family* A Lot is reared up to declare SodomV over- 
throw, and to provide for his family a refuge from the 
impending storm, A Joseph, to announce a seven years y 
famine, and to treasure up provisions for the years of 
destitution. A Jonah, to proclaim the overthrow of 
Nineveh. A Jeremiah, to declare the seventy years' 
captivity, and the course to be followed by the Jewish 
nation. A Daniel is selected to explain its termination, 
and to show that people the design of Jehovah in their 
restitution. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Efcekiel, and Daniel, and 
the minor prophets, are stationed by God to survey the 
entire field of prophetic vision. A new class must be 
their expositors. Christ acted the part of a prophet and 
an expounder of the ancient predictions. Whenever a 
prophecy was fulfilled, Christ directed the ^attention of 
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the people to its accomplishment in these words, "In 
this was fulfilled,' 1 &c. Joel says, "It shall come to 
pass afterward that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh/' On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit 
came like a rushing mighty wind, and sat in cloven 
tongues like fire, Peter arose, and declared that to be 
the fulfilment of the prediction by Joel. The series of 
events predicted by. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, 
Christ, Paul, and John, have been fulfilling during a 
period of nearly twenty-five hundred years. Whenever 
remarkable events in that chain have transpired, God 
has raised up men to discover and explain them to those 
interested. Thus it was at the fall of Jerusalem, the 
revelation and history of the man of sin. In like man- 
lier were explained the principal events of the church 
of Christ in the wilderness. It was a knowledge of 
these predicted agents which caused the early Chris- 
tians to shout amidst" the flames of martyrdom. The 
reformers pointed to other parts of this chain, which 
nerved them for their great conflicts. With John, ended 
the line of prophets. Their predictions, however, ter- 

j inmate only at the setting up of the everlasting kingdom. 
The line of expositors has continued through every cen- 
tury of the Christian era. Shall the final period be 
destitute of those who can expound the predictions which 
belong especially to that noted era 1 This age is crowded 

I with events predicted by the prophets. Where are God- s 
expositors? men conversant with the ancient predictions, 
and with the world's history? 
Satan is now putting ibrth his final efforts. He 

: has commissioned three extraordinary agents — wicked 
spirits — and has sent them into the harvest field. The 
world is under the influence of their fearful agency 
They have entered the halls of the learned — the great 
men of the earth — into the palaces of kings, and are 
throwing around them their deceptive allurements — 
gathering them to "the battle of that great day." 

j Many saints, by them, are deceived, and hurried onward. 

j Will God leave them under the fataj delusion ? Will 
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he not send forth agents to counteract their deadly virus ? 
men who can read the handwriting of Jehovah ? Such 
a class of agents John was permitted to see, and thus 
describes it : "/ saw another messenger fly through the 
midst of heaven , having an everlasting gospel to preach \ 
to them that dwell on tlie earth , and to every nation, and 
kindred \ and language , and people, saying with a loud 
voice, Fear God, ana give glory to him; jor the hour of 
his judgment is come : and worship him that made heaven, 
and earth , and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 91 — 
Rev. xiv. 8, 7, 

I Who is this messenger? He is a zealous, active 
preacher of an everlasting gospel, to all nations. Com- 
missioned by God to perform a special work, he has 
selected an agent whose character is peculiarly adapted 
to the nature of his agency. : 

The work of this messenger is, 1st, special, because 
committed to a special agent ; 2d, it requires haste — 
the messenger flies ; 3d, it is a work of great dignity 
— he flies through mid-heaven ; 4th, it is joyous — an 

i everlasting glad tidings ; 5tn, it is public — td be pro- 
claimed, as with a trumpet voice, and r><H believed only, 
and then smothered in the heart ; 6th, it demands zeal, 
as it is proclaimed Vith a loud voice. 

The facts, summed up, are these. John, looking into 
the distant future — gazing upon the theatre of the final 
conflict, sees a messenger — a minister of an everlasting 
gospel, fly through raid-heaven, with a special, elevated, 
joyous, public proclamation, requiring haste and ex- 
traordinary energy in its delivery. The proclamation 
contains a fact, and a command founded upon that fact, 

1. The fact — " The hour of his judgment is come 

2. The command — 66 Fear God," &c. These are the 
elements of this special commission. The work of this 
symbol agent is thus clearly defined — no terms more ji 
specific. Had these elements not been sufficient to enlist 
and occupy his entire energies, and his whole time, his 
commission would hive been enlarged. God had other 
agents in other fields of labor, proclaiming noted truths ; 
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met* who have wielded a very decided influence in favor 
of important doctrines, and who have taken a prominent 1 
stand in the discussion of great Bible questions. Among ! 
these may be enumerated, a Kingsbury, to set forth the 
claims of the Christian Sabbath ; a Bmcher and a Mathew, 
to urge the principles of temperance ; a Clarkson, to j 
expose the horrors of African slavery; a Campbell, t& j 
defend the uncorrupted simplicity of the Christian sys- 
tem ; a body of converted Catholic priests, to expose the 
corruptions of Romanism ; a multitude of able men, to 
canvass the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's sup- 
per ; a Bourn, a Taylor, a Marsom, an Edwards, a Drew, 
a Hobart, and a host of others, to investigate the nature 
of the soul, — the true source of immortality, the inter- 
mediate state, and the final destiny of the wicked . Many \ 
others might be named in other departments, These, 
however, we deem sufficient. 

He selected this agent for the special work here 
designated, and, with this indefinite instruction, sent 
him forth; when this work is done — these elements 
exhausted — this messenger must be recalled: As there 
is no intimation that his agency terminates until the con- 
summation, up to that time his work is special. 

Does this messenger symbolize a class of teachers? 
Such has been the general understanding of expositors. 
Mr. Wesley and Dr. Benson so interpret the passage. 
On this point there is a great unanimity. It is plain 
from the fact that it is aid to preach. That class of peo- 
ple is modern. Mr. Wesley and Dr. Benson make this j 
messenger symbolize the Protestant reformers in the 
days of Luther. With their views agree a mass of 
expositors. This commission, however, cannot be 
Luther's. 

The record of his commission may be found in Rev. 
7. " The time is not yet, but it shall be in the 
days of the voice of the seventh angel, while he shall 
delay to sound." This body declares that it is come. 
All agree that the seventh trumpet is about to sound. 
V\ e live at the time when such a class of men was to 
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arise. That body must exist somewhere, and, in its 
character and in the nature of its work, it must agree 
with the symbol messenger. They must agree as face 
to face in annirror. Can such a body be found? The 
proclamation above stated has been heard. The world 
can bear testimony to this* The cry, " The hour of his 
Judgment come/' sounded through all Christendom. 
The multitudes heard, and scoffed, or trembled. By 
what body of believers was this proclamation made? 
Not by those who taught that that judgment was a 
thousand years in the future! No church which holds 
to the doctrine of a spiritual reign can be that body, as 
the elements of their proclamation flatly contradict those 
elements above stated. Such a body now existing can 
be found alone among those who constitute the Advent 
believers ki Europe and America* Among them can 
be found a class, answering to every feature of the sym- 
bol. That body has produced a class of men preemi- 
nently evangelists ; men of great energy and zeal ; men 
who have in some measure felt the exalted nature of 
their vocation. They have proclaimed glad tidings of 
great joy. They have realized the truth that their mis- 
sion was to the entire race of man ♦ Their work has had 
all the characteristics of the symbol agency- They 
have felt it a duty to enlighten the world on a particular 
subject. Their mission has required haste, and they 
have carried the proclamation with amazing rapidity, 
scattering the glad tidings as they flew. They have 
proclaimed it with a loud voice, in the country, the vil- 
lage, the city, on the land, and on the sea, to the rich, 
the poor, the bond, the free, the Jew, the Greek, to 
every sect and age, in private, in public, without price. 
They have thus proclaimed the same fact, " the hour of 
his judgment come" and upon this, have founded the 
same exhortation ; " Fear God and give glory to him." 
Who, then, can, with any show of reason, doubt their 
identity ? They agree in time, character, and commis- 
sion. 

- If we are that body, what is our duty — our work ? 



WHAT IS OUR SPECIFIC WORK? ? 



It is now as specific as it ever was. Our commission 
binds us most solemnly to our work. Years have we, 
as a people, been in the arduous calling, since we were 
commissioned to utter, to the world, these glad tidings < 
of an-#verlasting age. In our rapid flight, scattering 
the dew-drops of salvation, many have heard, believed, 
wept, repented, embraced a Saviour, and have shouted 
with great joy. Multitudes have rejoiced in our mis^ 
sion, Distant lands have heard the cry., Long since 
did we anticipate a discharge from the labors of 
this arduous mission. God has seen fit, however, to 
order it otherwise, and we are still on the wing. Has 
our mission changed its character ? Have a few years 
nullified or changed our commission'? Is ite labor 
ended? Still do we publicly declare: 1. That our 
work is specific. Our commission is the same ; it con- 
tains the same great isolated truth, the hour of his 
judgment. This is our JEtna, our sun, our pole-star* 
our compass, the diamond of facts, the oasis in the 
desert, the substance of our fiuth in the near coming and 
kingdom of Christ- It is the main-spring of our social 
being. About this fact a mass of testimony must 
centre; our minds, like the burning-glass, must direct 
their entire energies to this focal truth. The massive 
testimony of sixty centuries must here be accumu- 
lated. A giant work indeed ! It requires extreme 
mental effort. Since the failure of our calculations 
respecting definite time, a greater array of facts is re- 
; quired to make the same impress upon the unconverted, 
and upon those " who are at ease p Zion." To carry 
out our mission, at the present, and for the future, more 
than usual mental effort is required. 

2. Our work is universal. All must hear or read the 
proclamation. Those nations which have not yet heard 
the cry must soon be entered with the glad tidings. 
| Our field is the world ; Our pathway the heavens ; to 
every nation, kindred, tongue and people, we fly; wher- 
ever there is access, we must carry the joyful news. 
; Those whom we cannot visit must be instructed from a 
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distance. Though our commission defines our labor, 
yet it is confined to no age, sect, nor condition. 
» 3, It requires haste. It is vast — momentous. The 
time is short — the concluding work of ages crowds upon 
our fleeting moments. The " mystery of God is to be 
finished." A short work will God make. What we 
do must be done quickly — no time to loiter or dispute. 
Out days ape diamonds. r * 

4. It is elevated. No employment more holy, more 
honorable — a plenipotentiary of the King of kings, 
commissioned by Jehovah to deliver to the world his 
final notes of warning. This work is ennobling ; it ex* 
alts us infinitely above the princes of the earth, and ren- 
ders their wealth , their honors, contemptible. It expands 
the mind and elevates the soul. It brings distant worlds 
in view, and gives us a sweet foretaste of the joys of 
paradise. How vast our labor — how grand its design ! 
We are required to combat the wise of this world, and 
the extraordinary agents of Satan, and to expose their 
deceptive influence. Our employment is truly a high 
calling. - 

5, It requires us to lay our bodies upon the altar. God 
has demanded our labor. He has commissioned us for 
a great work. We must proclaim u the hour of his 
judgment," and invite the world to hear. This ever- 
lasting truth must be carried to every nation. To do 
this, our " bodies must be presented a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God." It is our reasonable service. 
Our lives, our treasures, are the Lord's. To accom- 
plish this mission, the voice of Jehovah was heard, 
inquiring, " Who will got" We have replied, u Here 
are we, send us." He sent us. Years have passed 
since we entered upon our labors. Many sacrifices we 
have made. Many more are required, or a new class 
must be called out to complete the mission. Shall we 
refuse still to sacrifice ? Shall we, in disgrace, retire ? 
We have entered upon the work for life. N No danger 
shall drive us from our position — no foreign questions 
allure us from the field. In the strength of our God, 
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we will imitate the example of a sentinel of the ill- 
fated Pompeii, Of him it is recorded that, ** When 
Vesuvius poured down torrents of destruction on Pom- 
peii, all who had the means of escaping, fled. But at 
the chief entrance to the city stood one who refused to 
abandon his post, though the greatest dangers might 
impend. He was a sentinel placed there to watch over 
the welfare of all, and, by the laws which invested him 
with power, to desert his station was something worse 
than death. He perished in loyalty to the highest trust. 
Sixteen centuries rolled past. The city was again laid 
open to the light of day, and' at his post they found the 
remains of the faithful guardsman who sank in full 
armor, and in the fulness of his strength, unterrified by 
the volcano that scathed his flesh, and drank his life." 

In the morning of the great day, when the dark mantle, 
which now covers the earth, is removed, let it disclose 
to a scoffing world the impressive truth that we con- 
tinued at our post. What can induce us to abandon 
our labor ! What can separate us from our mission 1 
Neither angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature. While mul- 
titudes are still, in ignorance, we will scatter the light* 
Who will aid us? The die is cast. The Rubicon is 
behind us. Where are your treasures ? You hold them 
in trust from the Lord. God demands their improve- 
ment. Will you, miser-like, refuse ? 

6. It requires^ " thai we be found of him in peace , 
without spot and blameless." We are the messengers of 
glad Udi7igs — one body — having one commission — 
destined to the same work, Shall any schism exist 
among the members of that body? Shall member war 
, against member ? We are all members, but have not 
the same office. The afflictions of one member affect 
the whole system. Onr aim is to heal, and not to 
wound ; to remove all matters gendering strife, that the 
body, freed from all disease, may, with facility, accom- 
plish the ultimate design of its mission. The Prince of 
Peace is about to return. Are we the sons of peace? 
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Do we strive to live in peace with all men ? Shall we 
be found by him in peace? Have we looKed into the 
pure mirror of life? Are our lives pure and blameless 
in the sight of Jehovah? Without these qualifications, 
our work will bring upon us deep and sudden ruin. 

7. It requires unity and harmony- The angel is a 
unity. He utters no discordant notes. In what per- 
fect harmony he moves his members, his eyes, his 
wings, his voice ! His work defined, every member is 
nerved for its accomplishment. Without these distinc- 
tive features, we have abandoned our work. Since we 
first entered upon our labors, it has been the policy of 
our adversary to induce us to transcend our commission, 
and thus to effect our recall; for, to him, no notes are 
so unwelcome as the cry we utter. It involve* bis final 
ruin, of which he desires not to hear before the time. Up 
to the present period, he has, in part, succeeded. His 
efforts to divert have been attended with so much suc- 
cess, as to inspire him with some glimmering hopes of 
ultimate triumph. He has laid the powder train among 
our members, and fired it. Much ruin has attended the 
explosion. Its scattered fragments, like particles of the 
; same fluid, have, in part, again coalesced. Shall 
another train be laid and fired ? We should study the 
policy of our adversary, that in this important work he 
may not head us. He walks to and fro through the earth 
jj as a devourer. As in former times, so now, when the 
sons of God present themselves before the Lord, Satan 
comes also, and for the same purpose. Qui; mission, 
" The hour of his judgment" is tormenting him before 
I the time- itis policy cannot, then, be mistaken- Well 
does he understand the origin of our body. He saw us 
' in the cradle, and, like his son Herod, watched hourly for 
an opportunity to end our existence. Satan has desired 
us, that he might sift us as wheat. He has reduced us to 
a remnant. He has taken advantage of our origin. JBorgt, 
as we have been, out of every church* and from the 
world, with many distinctive features of our diversified 
parentage, our enemy has seized upon these, our prejur 



WHAT IS OUR SPECIFIC WORK? II 



dices and partialities, our elements.of discord, andjh&s 
used every effort to keepjjlp^ ±$ lf h 
froaTther first , on all questions, was impossible. ^$\ e , 
aimedj^mn^ -ji AdYGut of our 

Saviour at hand I On this vital question we were united. 

our commission, our distinctive work, 
alike. Unity on other minor questions we waived. We 
threw our whole being into the elements of our mission. 
The world heard our voices, and, cursing us, trembled! 
Wej$£ieLthejL& united, zealous people. No 'neiv ques- 
^SSJL , J^y?U .di^traoted us. Those now forced into our 
distinctive work existed in the church before we were 
calii^^ ^ A long catalogue of old 

disputed questions might here be named, but as they 
will be readily suggested to the mind of the reader, they 
need not here be given. On nearly all these questions 
we were divided. By general consent, thgsgjeculiarities 
of doctrine were waived, as not included in the express 
%E£^ Sinde 1844, the '* shut door 

vieW' 1 Ifaye T^^lKgiV day and expired. Other questions 
. have allured some wholly from the terms of the original 
work, and have sown seeds of discord among those re- 
maining . JJflde* ; a n e w,.4 r^a^ t h aBo questions -have 

of 

importance, and have supplanted the original question. 
O^^ie^ ^trt?sj^ffi"^ tlf^ Aft? efit* M^^'adva^Btry 
has carried out the same policy as is pursued in the 
halls of national legislation. When ariy^e^ure is 
designed to be defeated, its enemies associate with it 
all those features which will render it loathsome, and 
which will excite every local prejudice previously ex- 
isting among the members. Our design has ever been to 
let the great truth of the Advent be presented alone, that 
it might be received or rejected on its own merits. All 
Scripture is to be believed and proclaimed publicly ; but 
all cannot be proclaimed with the same prominence, much 
less can we make this great message the opportunity of 
introducing our peculiar views on all scriptural subjects. 
Such a course would be utterly inadmissible. Com 
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missioned by Jehovah to enlighten the world on one 
neglected truth, we have felt it our duty to'eonfine our- 
selves to this subject A email company has adhered 

; strictly to the great eormnission } " the hour of his judg- 
ment come/' They have suffered no other questions to 

j 4iylde them. Many of that bo*fy might be named, but 
we deem it unnecessary. Dear leader, are* you of the 

jj number? Is this mission your mission — this work 
your work — this people your people? What is your 

■ duty? To exert every mental and physical energy to, 
carry out the original design of this extraordinary mes- 
senger. To all we say, Our time is limited — pur work* 
definite — vast! Weigh these matters in the scale of 
ari enlightened and tender conscience. Let this be our 
motto, " On all questions of Scripture, liberty ; on the. 

j vPKSAT truth of our mission, unity. 

1 Let us not be swerved from our distinctive duty. 
■Let no question prevent the solemn cry of our coming 
Lord- In this work let us imitate the example of the 
messenger who uttered the coming fate of Jerusalem.'- 
One Jesu^^a plebeian, seven years before the siege, in 
a time of profound peace, began on a sudden to cry, 
"Woe, woe to Jerusalem!" The rulers, indignant, 
lashed him. No reply, buk" Woe, woe to Jerusalem !** : 

:iThe Roman procurator with the whip laid bare his bones ; 
not a tear shed, nou a word uttered, but " Woe, woe V } 

i:The cry was loudest at festivals; nor did it cease for 
seven yeafe and ftve months, when he, saw its fulfilment 
in the sieges 

jy_ Our cry is against the world. God has arisen to 
' shake terribly the earth. He has compussioned us to 
proclaim to the world his final warnings. We cannot 
be driven from our work. Whether stoned or beaten*, 
we wijl answer in- the words of o^j^^npiission. " The 
hour of his judgment is corne/fear God and give glory' 
; to him," &c. We are persuaaed that those who love 
1 this faork will unite with us in sustaining this distinctive 
'proclamation, . 

* 
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